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The abundance of news, informobicn and knowledge presented to people i
not mere Ly ldeolﬂglcally'biasc&, but Junblcd incoherent, trivialised,
sensationali ”d and de- ﬂoiliLOC ud v : L e

.

The Iedaer/v_\wexa CTIBJCOl ﬁe LWOPMQH{ of weading and Wﬁltlnv ability &
is stunted ond conditioned by the forng the content presentation, 'The '
ponujar bross presents ib 1ﬁ-f01n3 thal are easily accessible to the
woerker, frel3mm'h>meMﬁﬁn]thm1menm: uﬁ;foFTmmbgi
after the-kKide Big headlines, bold: YD stories with the pelitical

and social: Guts ripped out of  them provide & staple diet thot conditions
the possibility of alternative revolutionary forms of vropoganda,  News
papers are backed up by ‘Tresh novels®, condies,; romance mags,, foothall
bags, all oiffer lﬁérb1ﬁlldv form and content, = They would not be accepteble
to the w/c if they didn’'t £ill a meal socinl need, for escape and release
and excitement in a0 dul) and unrewardwn world., Such material is often
written by ex-w/c people vho can moitd it to meott their ‘nesdst, The fact
that it then distorts ond recuperates those nceds to match those of capit

alist DrodUct!on is not the point, - We heve to maetd eud trensform thenm
also, we ounnot 1mposo e allen “;allty_apﬁ false needs on any potential -
reaJﬁLshlp C - Sl e T e N

The boarge01q media also nttempts to Siunu the orﬂtl al facultwe of the
ragses by mininising tho feedback to newspaper, mv ete, - It gives. the -
image that: the media is necessarl?J the place quy for specialist 3ohrn1m
11uts, ed lGOTuq proguo rs ote. “Such'feedback! that there ds, e.g. L
(phonenlnb’, viewers Shoﬁg; is cavciully velected and controlled to ensure
that they are ohly LOLCﬂq " This is in spite of the fact, as Fnzensburger
points out that. toda ay’s elochironic wcdaa, for the first LJmL in history

mekes possible mass access and two: .nay comnnn;cptaon on radln, TG tapes
video, fiim, ebc, -~ 77 LT . ..,3”_? S R

The pictuvre presented of the £“1Ltlon°hlp betwecn nedla and clas consciOmff;
vsness is howeven hﬂdl”le(ulo L so far. fhere are other sides of the
picture, Vhile, id is true that the media vorks on the basis of falsé
imagery, rhetorie (vromises that. canit be fulfilled, empty statements)

sensationalisn and specialisatione ete. it does not tbtally'manipulate

people, - None of us can be redvcsd to goft wox, - iy bourgeols propaganda
is mediated through the world that peeple live and act in, It is filiered
throvgh - : . . pre~oxisting sots of ideas, prejudices, ways of

organising ets. which may contradict its poisdnous message;  Millions of
workers buy the Daily dxpress and vole Laboure Millicns buy the Echo,
read the. football and ignore the rest - buesuse it clashed with what

they see and foel aroung then. This is even cleuler in the uge'ui TV and
films,  Becavsc the media has hecome so VlSU“l At transmits images obove
and beyond the ‘'idological bins of the oomzentLIJaA Those‘lmages become
a learning process in themsloves, Consciousiy or uncenscicusly, workers:
can learn nev tactics of sit-ins, studenis cen see what their comrades are
doing in other cowntries, the reslity of imporislist wars confronts us in
our living rooms, daily,. These arc the contradictions which destroy the
possibility of Blg ontth-~ all mzﬁlﬁuldtlve relatlonshlp betwcen media
_nd consclou neﬂs, i : : - : : S e

The 1cft Dresu_

"l westorn Fu:opo “the moeialist movoment mainly addresses. 1tself

to a public of converts through nowspaper and journals which are BXC~
lusive in terms of lenguage, content and form, These newspapors
rre-suppose a structure of parlty members and sympathisers and a
situation that roughly morresponds to the historical sitas tion in 1900,
They are flmumua on the SIskra‘ model " \Ehsbnhurgor)

40 years age Reich was saying thot Lhe left press vas tied 1o ‘ou%modedf
blfjed Ph’&qu slogqnu schemas form% of dlscussnonﬁ‘ In pgeneral this
’ } ¥ 5' (s




is uhlll the case todgy ”hb vlopaﬂﬁndb of tha - Jaft Lfntr st Lé tic mﬁg

class “in content only, Tn Yerms of forn and rolabions ship to the nasses

It mizrors the bour seoln meQ}u} in 1mpbxtunt yjy;J It is gencrally
wiliten by srecialisis, oven ronk snd fiie Lembors of parties are seldom .
invelved, | Puch of 1t is stuffed with incomprehens sible and boring jorgon, -
It is full of rabtoracg cyubolisn and mystifying inagery, constantly.
selbiing inpossible goals and cxhorting fo rediciunlous 1 foota, Telling
pecple to do orazy things that have no chance of coming off e, g, ’puttlng
demandu ‘on the Labour P Porty! so that the reformism will be eyposcd in the

eyes of the nmnl_pulw‘ced°

Of course ﬁhc’vhétoric ic radical and the inagery ﬁllltanﬁ ut it has
qlmllnr effeets on dite masses (if it roaches tham!),  In faoﬁ it scldom
does left wing papers seldem reach beyound militants, A9 such they are
rmmmllntm,hmtww'um_muhwu0¢1he‘h%ﬂmzmwmmﬁ’zmdtMaTnﬂe
unzong,  Most loft winhg papera are for dndustrial workers, undile. Ug,
they are not aware ° that this ig o dicitation.  Their scope is NATTOW
thelr language restricted to thoss fomiliar with the Tnovenent?, There is
little difference in Torm between relationships between o Daldly Mivwom
editorial cnd its readers =nd a Trodes Counesil speaker at the Pier Head

and his awlisnce of faithfal militants, - Both, perhaps nnconscious 1y, are
excreises in neaningless rhotoric and inegery. - Repitition of stock

phrases and symbols as  substitute for realisiic nsses swent of the situation
and atteapts to formilate new =nd creative jdeas ond strategies, | The fact
that the Daily Mirror scivies the mﬂ@ngf&uHaﬁndthuﬁmchﬂ &mnml tha
unions is beside the point - the relotionship. to the audicnce is the s sama, -
Even a paper as good, within the narrow confines it operates in, as
&OCldllgb Worker « Les gone as far as poseible within the traditional.
framework, It £till concoives of the resdership as passive. objeets,at
best sellers, it doos not seck or succeed in transforming thoqe rgl@tlwnu
ships, nor the\ag"of thlnhlng of the masges,

i . Y N . H
s v

The defL01enclns of the 1cft press are obv1uu 1y nct u001denual. nr. .
technical. Thoy are a product of baﬁ politics, If the politics of Lhe
Ptraditional- left? conceive of the magsses as an object in relation to the
party, that is bound to te “cfloctea in thedir propaganda and languase,

1f their political ideas are ro oted pre-var copitalism, the slogens in |

the Qﬁgrs 2.5, nationalisation undbr workers control, ri:ht to work, sve:
P § =l ?

bound  to-becime static and deficient., 4s we said beforc BE has not -

esceped these problems either, but we are awere of them, - Thore: is 2 wmdeu-‘
spread” feeling thot the newsya wer does nod fully match our political ideas,-
Ve often fall into the familiar trap of Subpiltutlﬂg our desire or 1H~§L

of reality for reality. itself, ¢.g, in our Imasery the ideal w/c

nilitemt is a council tenent on ‘pernanent rent strike; he/she sees thab .
nortbgages are o bourgecis trap, Unfortun“toly and for tegitinmate reosons
more and more w/e people are owvner occupiers ~.yet not once have we sa i

any thing worthwhile about mortgnges, Too often also we continue to _
substitute rhetoric for realistie strotesy, especiglly in relation to the
Pgeneral situation!',  But to be awore of the problens is half the battle
WO sasee Ulbimately the solutions lie in ouUr Cwn dCVGlOPlR& experience. and -
knowledge, systematic contact with the moss of the w/c through collective
political practice and a a thoroughgoing and continuous educn tlon programe |
and use of marxist method - 80 we con wll lcarn to Judge situations from %
thelr raal starting p01nt N _ *

SECTION 3 - EEPI,@L;_SMOL@
Rationality and consciousne : ‘ C .
"Thd problen of nows oropbband is et of the general problen of
culture end ideology, understonding 'news? is also unlurstqndlng the:
-Lcultulally defined structure of public percowt1on, (Puwell9 Typos
’ and varviations in news photosraphs)




gerns of nowspapers endl Lropod
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he the section on the nedin indicnted, paoplé 30 rot tqkﬂ our propagendn
Cdnto. felear?t minds.  This. ”h%xuc%urglof mlilic perception" does not only
involve the nedia, bub. a CUHC?ﬂhL(ﬂ of consciousness and how it is formed.
within different cultura] and ﬂ”ﬂ010¢30h1 conz@ht&‘ 'wo key guostions in

y

Srnan Pfub nt themselves - firstly do people
respond 4o robional arguent cnd legic? knd secondly, deo people respond

toe the writton word and 4if sc, vnat Liﬂ@;ofxg:;ttgp word?  (we deal w;th-

£y

»Iiﬁstly - Q¢ peopléeresmd to re fiénql ~organent and logle — the papers
~of nost of the left, including BYF ngsune-fhey. do,  Vhen addressing

themsélves te the masses, they offcr a serics of lcgical reascns and
‘arsunents why pecople uhoulu belicve o de cortain things. Yet we have
no reel idea about how receptive psople areyt 4 theory of consicousness
lstmzwzkuvmtoftm;mWMMMmeymw ﬂntmﬁémcnmmmttﬂulmmh

Rcse rch h.u in&ic&ted that coglc fu Gt tv and filﬁer ite ideas and

images according to fhelr socle /clusq situatior, Up toc a point they

believe what theywnt €5 believo¢, There is nco rcaSon-to believe thot
péople relate o left »propagemde any difforently (although we are not
referying here, cf courop,‘to adveniced ' militants ).  Bub we ere working in
g much nore difficult mlbuutlbﬂ than thoe bourgecis medin, They do nob
presen. logical .ruuncni but =ely on myth and rhetoric, They do notb
‘present lon, closely argued articles, that require critical effort, as we
‘dos T . Co I S

The result being that reading the left press reguire from the nonemilitant
(and somebives nilitants too) o critica al break with their own habits and
consciougness, The problen becones worse begause this conscicusness is
not merely the product of the manipulation of bourgecis ideclogy and media
but is in clements of 'spontcneous! working class culture. VW/C culbure

;(1.e, the waye people live, rclate to each other, organise, think) itself

is based mmch on nyth and pcr50n11u¥tlon of volibical issues. Ls the next
scetion shows, this is primarily becouse it is largely a direct and
expressive verbal culture -~ open to distortion and lack of clear gencralis
ation fron_iclass_fgelingt‘tb revoluticnary legic. A simple example
indicates this. . IFf any political verspective doninate anti-Toryism, it

was ‘Heath Outl The intricoelies of roling class strategy, the plans
of copital became subordinete o a shollow and personnlised understanding
of the 'Mory offensive? It was o popular Telass feeling! and we rode

with it - perhaps correctly0 ot we kmew that Heot is nmerely a represen-~
tation of capital, yet we issued a breadsheet that hinged arcund this
feeling L.e. the nlctur~ cf Haath « Vthere are some pecple we just coan t

"offordlt Depending on your viewpoint, we are elther lenrning very -

fagt the neoebsary menipulotive tbOhDJQULB of the Daily Mirwer ete, o
pandering to illogicel forms of conscivusness,  The point is however that
the likes of the Dadlly Mirrer would never, be so successful, if it
nanipulaticn was not purtluliy ro‘ted in w/c oulturc itself ond therefore
racepﬁlve to it

If our propagenda is to be effeetive on a pasg level, we must reclise thal

" it has to penetrate verious 1ovbiu of cunsc1uusness¢ + o T reflects 2ll
~the complexities of the scoial ) bcln of the w/c, 1t is ”ynanlc, changing

cccording to the novement and re-stimucturing of w/c 1ife, to its struggles
to live, I4 is made up of boumgeois 100ﬂs, filtered through w/c
experience, of revelutionary ideass, appropriated and trensformed by the w/e
+o provide sets of meanings for the strugpnle cgainst capital, (lass
conscizusness is therefore nct only multi-laycred but contradictory., It is
neither subordinate to brurgeeis ideolopy nor spontancously developing and
receptive to soeinlist ildeas., - The directicn teken will depend on the
balance cfi: class f(rcos, as cmgelusness cxystoallises arocund the major
gbtruggles and organisations, -



& . . . ,

Croeiolly in regard to propa;anda it is aleo only partly raticnall W/
WEot U Uconsciencesness 1S pebicnal ‘only in os ruch as it realises ite weal
Cintorests. as 1t is moltimlayered ond contradictory it con only
penlise such rationolity in portlal foxms. Our propagends is elfective
ot the monent only in re-inforeing the positive elements of class
. : ~eongeiousness WE have not yotb lecents how to confront,either in strugsle

R on: prppasanda, the contradictory aspects, thobt are not as susceptible

vheoo . ol T e revolutionany logics The problen gots nore conplex because
conscicusness is alsc unconsclouss. R

Sk Memxist psychoanalyisists like Redeh end Fromn,building on the
' work of Bfémel Freud have shown thot the impact of an ides depends
.- paxtly on.its unconelouss conbont, ITs effects will depend on how it
> relates of pen's Vinstinetusl  2rives' evge Lor. sox,pleasure,self-
preservetion obe, Such drives are sociclly conditionsd by the specific
cooial cnd enviromental situations pecple I find themselves ine

Yhile our pelitical work tekes 1ittle account of the power of such dxivesy

eopitatisn dees Relel and the 1Sex-Pol! movenent were one of the few
atbenpts to conc to- grips with this problem, Our politics often seen
external to peoples recl nceds, it fails to start from a revolutionising
of evoryday 1ifq,ﬁ¥o insinetucl Avives sve stroncest.Capitelisn howevern
hes ooy neans of re-cuperating and partially satisfying the basically
+ healthy-<y. .. ¢ LR . AN I
e rinstinetusl drives, Sex dvives can be poshoned and repressed eg. theough

2 Fg%i{ion or diverted inte safer-wolers eg. sex ohjects, The swune fooes

X
othertdrives! og. thoe stinulation anl satisfoction of sadigsiic
: . impulses by identifying nnd displacing enorey on tocertnion groups
e o oga-bldckss'ﬁﬁfﬁﬁvor in warbine cte. The Extrene right survives.
L .. .. - andin cortoin eonditiong Flourisghes throush such manipulniion.
{thi,'fnscist and roacist propoassn'c is preecisely bosed on the use of
e the irrotional sub-conscious. S :

. . Obviosusly -our propﬁqgndg’oannoté yob if we are te penetrate mo
: congciousncas ve nust confront the snne problong.Our popers will
never bc‘mass,hnloss our storting p3§E¥“§§5€58M20niraﬂictions of

gnily life. If this neons orticles on h;xgsport5 culture cte. then
we will howve teo accept this,vhile scoking to trensfornm ite form ond
coritent. To be o noss pojer (an? we cro not roferring to circulation
but to politicnl reforence point) we have to renliso the level whare
.. pecosle are nt oand whot will ~opend o thiom. The noss oFf teople will
.t pot relnte o long articles on the controtictions of dimperinlism,
- ~Furope vevsus Ancrica, the origins of ithe enpitnlist orisis clce.
Thoy sre intorrested in how thoy affect thom, thoir dedily lives And
what they con 4o about it. Asnin we arce not advoenting such o paper
_ : mercly inlicpting part of dts nocossary bogis,. if we wont o moss
+ IR POPCT . : : ‘ ' -

o
1

Longuase,_ond the weitbon Mozt o
Fho gocon. koy questisn ig — Co people respond to the writton word
and if g2 whot kind of writton worl ¥ If thoy dont we are agohin in
7 troublae. Bocouso e s mccss to other forms of propogrhdo,
T ©ar kol the inagind! neonngenda is structucl around the

T extengive use of. the writton word,. Mhig ig in eolbrast to the tonden
oicg inherent in the cToctronic modin to present tlings in incrossingly”

. visual toras. v Lenrning the usce. ond power of the written word wos
onée prrt . of working class acli oducntion. . Miw this is porticlly
L deeroneing, o8 people buchno dopendont on bv, . film, Badio rnd record
R Tplayer {(the ipcliﬂc‘nf'pﬁrtioip:tory musicnl culturc, prrraleds the
PR C doclint of $ho vritten wrd) SR ‘

.

cice. & Adults in Pritein roal moTe NOUspopers Fhon in ony other

2 - - -

TThe procoss id howaver far from complote snd there nre counter tonden-




&

cowntrys  dogpite the limitations of their formg, it rust indieate the
partial suevival of the writton vord, #se more young w/e pecple are
staying on at school; somctincs entering white CUlle Jobs cbe. all
which nean knﬂvjod"g of writton vooadh ’TWIyq Dut 15% of kids still leave
school sonml-illiterste - what consequences does this have for a moss
newspaper?!

If we are forced to use the w ritten word - whni tyne? L8 we soid
before the left press ie TUll of Jargon snd the 1- niusge of the loabour
movemnent . Bvon much of Bt exitotiona? vriting in the paper is highly
styliscd and jorgon ridden, not of thu 1 bour wovemont ~ but fron our
oun oexperience c.g. the wune of the ~lion word 'strugzle', the truling
;elass’ Mlinking® fat the hosce' ote, :

Reoching the mossos with thc structures? our p\Jlilonl Irnguage is
difficult. ot only boeruse ours is Jrrgon-ridden nnd fetylised!

but boemuse nnos lomgunre form hns ‘efeete, which we hove to confront,
Due to the emlditions in which people ard br;utht up, rolationshins in
cthe Lomily, the isoleotion fronm s Yhogtile! and b)ur{ﬁow educntionsl
syston cto. tho longunge ontterns of much of tho ./c are restrichted,

)

Jhet ds they Ao pn% roeach cut for corinin kinds of ‘memrnings.  The form

of tho IannuW' mrkes it difficult b0 gencralise from the particulnr
therae ond now'! Tus ﬁnl thom! gitustion, ond moke clom~T in richerw
vocohulary the sonls conle wont to-ooattodn, A8 much of tho 1@ngungo

in the loft plc g ie Tcxtad im L 1cvw11L1L “baut the gystem -ma precisc
Llentification of meonings c.z. !the cnp?ovcr Hthe plong of eapitolt

cte. 1t nppenrs os snother %llOﬂ pnd 1f113u1t form,

This is nut 0¥y a8 sone do, that the langurge of the riddle or
ruling eclossos is th“unwvcr:gi Torm in which nesnings ore ndde eleny
and meeeseible fo overyboly, AL Inngunge forms nro roohed in the
soclinl ond calturnl context of porticular cleoss groups. MifT1le oloas!
forms refloct the nntiure of their closs position, The essonce of
bourgeois idcolosy is shorn in the nystifestion of such e s wic LY
tefficiency! 'proluctivity! tvation~! ity ! tthe U”tlondl intorest! cte.

n G
L'.‘

Becnuso they scok to imposce this on othen cilrsscs, thoy prosent such
terms ns neutral and velue free, In the pyocess thoy become Aovoisl
of renl morning, iteolaypianl ubstrnctionda Like the rost of the

m/c longange 1t sufTers Tron bhoing sver-concerncd uith fovm, abstroct,
stytised ond wnezpressive. Schools spon n long tine “cstriying

eny direet ond mormingful cxpression from such subjocts ns his tory,

sciocnce nd zucionlogy in owder thoat the protucts of the procoss mby

Ftrensset' with the sveton in common longusge 'stondops inglisht,
2 LS ERY '

T dis here that w/e Iongurge scores in its Airo cotness, cxpressivencss
ond oricntotisn townrds refleoction of Living oxpericnce.. It is
snnult"noaumLJ strong ind week, yet the werkness 5. e I ck of clority
it generslisstion is cruein? 1T people oro to Ucvuiop revolutionary
eriselusness, Tha lovrlopment of such Inngusse Forms is blocken
not only by the things we heve nentioncd, bk by the existeonce of
orgrnisntions thet 'ropr sentt the h/c in ~ction, feticulation and
the ability to goncralis ¢ wevelops throuzh the cxporicnce of struselc.
The most ~rticul-tc wyrk dng elass people are those invoalvel in ihke
process T chrnge, Unfortuncic] Ly the effcet is ofton 4o Supronriste

the cixpericnce for othors The shop stewnrd will lerrn the Plansunge
of nomotintiont help t; 1y“t1J the Lretory steusgle. Tho tononts
leader will ]ux¢n to utructt 04 denincte mecting 5, through use of
Iongungze -nd Tgheo strmonship Union br-nch ne hinou ~re often conueted

in o hizghly fornal Wy Hlth rb stract burerucratic lengutgze thot mokes
orntrol 2 neecss to union ~Ffeirs very 4 fficult for the Tronk snd filo.
He only hove to look ot the 1-st 1in€r“ wtrike o sec how the wny 1 &I
miners saw tho struggle ond oxprossel it was detormibod by the languange

[S




o s !,:E; B
rnd concapts usod by the union burotuc“roy» iooc the snoceinl ensc.

. . . .

Ly

How doos this offect the way wo wreite orp ﬁzoubi write? Agnin it
feponds whethor our roforence pointe rresilitnis or nnss. I it
is the lgtter the vhols forn of lingurse hes to bovchﬁngcd, ns well
a8 the form ond content »f the reet of thopoper. Rut cven

for the forner we neel ©0 roview our use of tcrminslogy ~nd the

woy Wwe construet crgunonis, Crucinsl im thiz is o mke o diatinction

botwoow noecssnry sciontific terminolosy; Yeopital! Toubonony®
cxploit~tion'y inporiciizm' ote, vhich hove to be usced vhothen thoyr
arc ~lien or not boenuse to isore then is o present o folsc

picture of renlidy ~- md uscless abstroot jorgon thot cheractorisos

-0 nmueh loft wing yriting, cepoecinlly, or theorcticnl piccos. It
onit e climindtoed nrecisely boeruse it is o ususl ha nsover fron
iddle elosa bradning ond olusoti otk e do however rocognisc that

not everything con bo writton thoe some woye Theory reguires study
nnd highly Jdeveloped knowleld

refleot overylny cxpericnce. | Phot is not to soy thet theorefionl
articles must be presonted in such o Tarm, They con be Mransinted!

inty sonething morc QCCOSSiblcs Wi thout boeasing much of their
merning. But the very £- ot thet we ncknowledge the necessity o
Yeranglationt neons wo rub; Wise tho 1nbv1t blllLJ of differont
lovels of knowledge, mnd 1un§unge botwcen Vﬂnﬂuﬂra' md tmoes!s

richer vocobulary -~ it Jocs not mercly
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é) MASKS OF THD |

"Rother no leaflets then bd ones." (Reieh)

T

Mo iasks of cn"'TGVﬁlutlcnarJ newspoper follow from the ceonditions
it operates in. Both the general class siftuotion,the necessory
toclics ond stroategy thel follow ond the myecific chorcotor our
poper haggns oan organ snoeng others:related to tho poseibilities :
we elive of organising ond,intervenimg in struggle. -

" But we how encraol “f‘lsynglch glvo vs gencrel tdsks. Our fundomental
goal is to oo 1cn and clarify the revolutionary ‘consciounsness of
our readers,cexisiing and potenticl. This means we connot usc the
methods of the bourgeois medine Although wo are opposed in ijncﬂplo
to nonipulativo propagondojwhet is mere importont in the long ternm
ig thot 1t doesn't cctunlly twork.! A voﬁo]ution connot be made
through manipulotion — tough,but there it is. Tt hes do be boged on
on the ecxisience onong sunuuhnuall layors of the pepuletion,of
positive and criticnl sclf--conscicusncss and the ohility to orgoniso
and struzgle ocvlonomously. Unless the scperation belweon leaders and
loeddgnctive ond pessive elc. are broken down — unléss revoluticnary
propagonda ig basced on truvh ond renlism, not: texposure! ond qu41nalao¢on5
the system con contein ond ro-cuperate *hu uvuholo, ’ :

1

A trevoluticnary Doily Mirrom! is on sbiroctive thought. But dguch:

a paper based eon the us=c of'mqnipwlaﬁﬂvo shetoric ond forms whicli do nod
chnllenege the struchure of consciousness,the woys of Thinking of

a moss recddéfshipsis ultinotely countem-productives Alrcady the Teft

pross veers toward such & mddeljmaking promises that cen't be fullfilled,
shorting the mosses to nelions boyond the possibilidics of the sitwation,
cailing for orgenisations thet are inpossiblc to build = protecting

o folse reolity and begus solutions on sifuations ‘ege elect olvernative
leadershin — build the porty cte ore falsce or poartinl solutions thod

do not reflect the complexiky of the problame frced in way given situation.

Truth is not o mornl cnd in itsclf,it doce not meon we 'domle our soc-
rots! under tb" noges of the authoritics or never lic for_tactic“l
reagons - 1t i only o meons of developing rovelutionory consciousness,
Our othor tosks include proserving the meoning of-cll our news,putting
even the most trivicl in o contoxt. Thig docsn't meon thot woe howve to
ndd "thercefore wo hove to" to.every prdicle. But thot individucl parts
and columns hove to be c¢losely reloted: & big foult in sur-newsnoper,
which iz #ften oo jumbled ond incohorent meops. - ' ’

‘We hove onother major foulbs which must be corvected if the tesks of
rovolutionory nedspopor cre o be fullfilled. Our naper i Still'_
written for poople,from the depths of the orgnnis stfon. hetivists ot
bese group level are seldon involved ond Shr Ipu&crsblp is totan;
rometo, ffedbock is ninimal. It is no gocd issuing ‘appenls’ for now
involvmentswe have o mnke the form ccoessible (zoe 1rter). Phe
above dcoes. not meon thot SpOGlmllSatldl ondg dividion of lobour are
T BNGCCESATY . Cleanly -some degree is.incvitoble and doslrable,both in terms
of .cerinin aspects of content eg. Spain,lrclond;feascism etc. ond
to o lesser oéxtont,produciion og. cortoons — especkally ~g the group
grovws 1“r~or Bt just ns clearly there ore aress of procduction cnd
and wriding in which spéciclisction is o donger eog. general siturtion
orticles, — hoy-out ote, which erc o dnnger to the development of
coljﬂctlv ;non hicrorchicel political praciice. :
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£4) TH ALERNATIVES PACING BIC FLAMA

The final section outlined two aliernatives thot were open, An agitational mass
neyspaper or a political magazine;both based on Mergeyside, Tha document
recommended the latter, A document aimed at a mass referance point (in the same
way that leaflets are) was on attractive option,it would be a unicue refernce
point ol the left papers,a politically tighter vession of some of the comsmunity
typs papers that reach comperitevly wide audicncewm, It would reguire politiaally
lower content,more news,shorter articles,more licrseyside -~ less foreign etoy

He felt that such an option thoughywas not possible. It presumed o political
stage of developmoni we hod not reached. That is o bigsor group with strong

local roots. At the time we webe only really beginning to put down roots in

the North End,Kirkby and Speke, It would also be practically imposeible,given the
level of resources nceeded, Thoe magarine opiionyindicatedthot o monthly paper '
could never be'news'! orientated. It would also be simed at militents,but with a
wider conception of tho term. Thot is includong scectors of the community,wommn
end youthyonyone critical enough of things to wont 4o read o revolutionary paper,
It was seon as less of a back up of bose~work and more a political gencraliser
les on indirect back-up,

A mein influence on the choice was the fact thet we were beginning to develop
forms of propagende that directly becked up the leaflets -~ ic. bulletins, The
Dockside and student groups had onc and Kirkby was thinking about it., They

were soon {with broadsheets)as the bridgheed betoon leaflets and newspeper,

The 'megaszinc!poper would also be far morc within our ronge of proctical
pomsgibilivies ggg more geaped to the neceds of our practice, That is,we noeddd
somothing which could enable us to onage the mony types of miltants we uwere
meeting in brecking downt the BF centre into differoent localitioes,and trying do
proletarisnisethe group, It 2lso made national sales and intoryentions o better
Pssibility.

The model would necessitote certain changes in content.Loacl storics thot wepe
longer,morce researched and analytical,getting morce behind +he scenes of ovonts
rether then more despriplion. Gomeral situstionsrticlos thot were more rootod

in Hersoyisdd. Front pages that even if about national situantions,still

refle ting Mersoyside angles. No more re-hashes of old leaflets,but interesting.
articles about wider aspocts of basc situations,intellighl: to the wider o=d
audience of thepaper. Hore artlcles of dirett interest to woman ond youth., This
meant not trying ic imposo interosts,but taking interosts of thesc socctors,

even if it was 'fashion!,football or rock music and attempiing to expend,clarify
and amnlify peoples! consciousness of these arcas,without being hook or condescending,
We would have to becém: morc concorned with tho politicisation of daily and
bagic interest/neods. Also more regular features ond lay ot in the context of
& more plenned and tighter paper. (suggestions included working-class history,
economy, humour,reviewrs). Groater ttempis to involve the readership in writing,
feedbock and selling, More attempts to contsrtuct articles vio, topkng comments/
intorvicwsyoncouraging o letters pegé ete, More ariicles by people not in BF.

1 i P I R LR AT iR o ti tors.

Many of the changes have boen implemented in the year since the doe., was published,
The full-time editors has proved a viable successyalthough it carries withinit

the dengers of over-specialisation and dependance in writing and loy-out. The
Liverpool paper has suffered from being o substitute nationsl ppeor,but we are

81111l mcking advonces on the local poges. We have beon slow in getting the longor,
morce political loenl stories that Monchester do so well,off the ground,tdo mhch

of our local stuff has beon descridbbive end shori, Therc has been o grooter

tendency to cater foo women readers,but there is still very little that would
atiract youthful rcaders, There has been o reluctance to have anything cultural

in the paper,perheps becruse it is so difficult, But it is propably to be rezretted
that a-resular Review column hasbeon dropped. A few of the other regular columns
haven'y come off,but 'he paper has been regulariscd,with the fixed Tn—ternational
and 'Honth on Merseyside! pages,which has improved form and content.One of the
biggest foilures has been its failure to bocome moro opon and invelve the readership
in writing end selling, The other mejor difficulty for the Liverpool paper has

been the consolidation of the Bulletins,vhich hag effeoted both dontent and sales,
We discuss this problem in depth in the Liverpool editors!iroport. N
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