CBLACK AUTOMCNMYT
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(Notes the icea for this article caue out of diseussion about an
erticle written by JH for tae Journal,  This is-an effort
%o take up one element of JH's plece = the question of
black autonomy = and make this into a Journmal article,
So it is written in my 'Jourmel! style, rather thaa in. _
‘my 'Confexcomee document! ‘style, = Whether or not it is deenmed
acceptable for the Journal will depend on Conference dlsc~
ussion, and thecpinions of the . Editorial Board,) -

Iotreoduction

Considering the amount of attention the white far left gives to the
strugsles of black people, it might seem surprising that there is almost
no effort by white revolutionaries to gpell out its theoretical and pract-
ical positiong on blask struggle, This article is an attempt by Big
Tlome %o contribute to #h: debate amongst the white left on this question,
It is tentative, incomplete and, some will say, superficial., It starts -
with BFP's theoretical positicn on the state of working class struggle

and the basis for a revolubtionaryparty, which is bound up with our
uncompronising support for the autononous activity of the various sections
of the working class, It then moves to a closer look at he various
expressions of black awbonomy. . Then, in the light of a disecussion of

the political problems posed by racisn, fascism and sccial democracy, the
article trics to suggest a proper xole for the (white) left.* -

By the end of the article it will be fairlyclear why there is a’
tsurprising'lack of discussion on black struggle by the (whitb}'lufh,
I+t is extremely difficult for white revolutionaries, egpesclially those of
e who have been processed by universities, to really gone te grips with
black politics. The worst of us shout about bosses plots 1o divide workers,
and Carry On Intervening on the assumption that birack politics are the sane
as white politics. The nore gophisticated talk about the legacy of imper-
ialisn, the material basis of racism, and ¥try and recruit those black
people who have also been to university. Others spend years living in-
black areas, 'being sensitive! to local polities, and wondering why black
militents still think theyare #g.bad as the rest of the white left, ~ ~

All three political methods tend to be jJustified on the grounds that
sonie- black people are attracted to the'party/organisation/or action. group.
None of them seem able. to face the fact that, when black people themsedves
toke mass politicel aciicn ~ whether it be at Imperdal Typewriters of
Notting Hill Carnival ~ the white left plays no real part, Rather than
reveal its weakness by discussing its relationship with the black working
class, the (white) left remains silent. In trying to break this silence,
we in Big Flame are conscicus that we may patronise and reduce the . = '
complexity of the black struggle, That we do so is an indieation of cue .

- “cwn political poverty. But we are sure that it is better, in the long
rn, to reveal cur cwn inadequacics than tc pretend we have it all sorted -
out, We can then learn from our pistakes. o :

AUTONOMY AND TEE PARTY

The usual response 1o Big Flame's support for the awtonomy of the black
working class and its organisations is that we are encouracing divisious
inside the working class, Only a upited revolutionary organigation o
blacks and whites coan provide the necessary lcadership for the whole of the
workine class. they say. We agree that the question of autonomy oormod

T oEe The motnimi (white) 1efts to refer to those far Tull [inis
which are predominantly white, but whieh contain sone black nenbers
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be separated from the question of the nai:ura‘ f the mevoiublonery
organisation and, ultina tely, the question of tho party.” Bui thene
questions have tu be related to the present state of clase strugse and
the political tasks facing militants. They cannct be reuolveu LJ an
appeal t0 a timeless principle called The Party. :

This view is not, of course, pariiculerly original, and many revole
utionaries will pay 1ip service-to it, This disagreement on autonony
really flows from differvent perspectives on the present state of class
composition and struggle, The basic difference is over what we sce as
the obstacles to the development of a credible revolutionary pole.inside
the working class, = BEveryone has realised that the revolutionary leit
has failed to live up to the- promlso of the events of 1968 and the upsurge
of workers struggles up to 1974, Instead the Labour government has
effectivily silenced opposition to its ruthlessly conservative pelicies,
and now looks set to create a sufficient illusion of well-being to win
the next electicn,. :

Various explanatlons have been offerud for this setback to the = -
left, The Communist Party, unaware of the real role of the tleft!'-
leaders it has been courtiig, uses the experience of Chile to argue for
mere of the same s building an alliance of progressive forces which,
vhen it comes to racism and fascism,. apparently includes the Conservatlve _
Party., ‘TTrobtskyists argue about whether or not to enter the’ Labour Party,
but they are agreed that the failure to really dent the L.P's appeal N
among the working class is the scource of the setback of the past 3 years.®
People who have recently left the Socilalist Workers Party argucthaﬁ the
party's leadership is wrong in its view that reformism can be broken
simply by economicstrugsleshutthe SWP itself Has only recognlsud the °
existence of a setback to the extent that it has changed its tao+3cs, B
but not its basic economism, in launching cempaigms diredted at black <
people, the unemployed and youth (The nght To Flght, The hlght To WOrk
and The Right Teo Pogo campalgns)eu_

Vhatever he mesults, in terms of membbrshlp of the ‘the changes_ln
direction made by the various left £TOups, we believe thut their '
analysis of the failure of the left is too 1mpllstlc, " The Tole of
the Labour Party, with ll its ideological weaponzy, is obv10usly .
extrenely important,  But we have o understand that the LP has been
so successful precisely because. it has such a fertile ground to work in,
It is not just a matter of Labour adopbing the wrong policies and o
putting over the wrong ideas., If it were as simple as that we 'would =
have nore synpathy with the idea of enering and trying to chonge its
policies, Labour has these policies because they reflect the views of
a divided working olags = a class which is used to gecticonal struggles
around partial denmands, used to compurtmentallslng its struggles around
a particular workplace ox community, and maklng denunds whlch only
neet a, smnall part af its nedds.

This- sectloﬂaizsm and tpc 1de 5 that £0 w1th it has a mateliul base.
The working class is divided because certain of its sectors’ ‘have
greater material power than others.  Thus factory workers in genceral °
have nore power than the unemploygd, men have more puwer “than wonen,
older workers have more power than schocl students, “What is most relevani
to this article, white workers have more power then black,  Because of
the rewards that go with these power differentiels, the nore powerful
are, in general, reluctant tp give up their privilege

It can be argued that the role of a revolutlonary party'ls to win
pecple to campaigns around demands which overcome these divisions,
denands which express the common nceds of all thege sectors of the cluoa.
In our view, such canpaigns at the present time will have limited results,
That is not to say they should not be launched : the Socialist Unltv '
compalgn is working on these lines, ond we f&lly Support it. -
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But the magorlty of people in each secﬁor OJthc 1ork1ng clae; will
not be ‘won over toa-campaign which, nore. often than not, is expenn
to their dailylives — a fact recognised, by those quUfD mhlon attempt o
to build permanent branches in factories and commmities, We know that
only by -a continuous and’ close.relationship with the daily struggles. of
the nass’ of 'workersy; strugsles-in, which. the slogans and assmstance ‘of ,
militants’can’ be! denongtrated-to worky only in this way can an effcctlve .
revolutienary organlsutlon be builta P

In the conteyt of thls artiole the questlon thut arlses is 3 can

white revolutionaries: have.this- close:and effeotlve rel;tlonshlp w1mh_ o
the black working class? - In- 99 cages; out of . 100, the. ansyer is 'No's
Our experience is too far renoved from that of black workers, Bven if
ve were able to make real links with a particular group of blacks in s
a workplace or -commnity, the experience gained would-have only a . . -
ensll amount  of relevance +o the strugbles -of black people from dlfferenu
countrles..y.;. SR IR AT R g : : o .

Our argument is that ‘the black workln* cluss needs its own orggn1s—=
ations to reflect its own needs, No vhite organisation can -do this,
The material and cultural situation of black workers is/too far removed '
from hiat of white rorkers, = They axe exploited more mercilessly, they
have even 1ess of “the linited protectlun offered ﬁo whites by trade  unions,
and nany of then are leldCd from whlte workers by language, r911g10n,f-'¥
hlstory and tradltlon. ¢ : AR

Thls 1s not to put race"gbove class as the determln.nt of our’ polltlcs.
44444 1_1nce the very exlstence of “a ‘black: sub—proltarlat
in thls country owes ltSQl; o “the race and clags of the ‘white i mperlal—-"
istd, It is merely to atgue that the White: laft cannot ‘agiure that the
fact that black and white workers shave the same relationship o the
means of production implies that they can alwags share the same revol-
utionary organlsatlon.._ ‘The fact of Tace cruclally affects the kind .of

_ polltlcs that comes fron‘he whlte %nd bl%ck sectlons of the clﬂss. T R

confllct between ‘the black ‘and whlte sectlons ‘of” the working class, andw‘
not’ Just the confllcts Fermented” by the fascists, " This conflict is
secondary £0 'the major conflict between the worklng olass and ‘the. Capltallst
cless, but 1t is real snough, end: caimot be wished away by abstract calls
for unity., Since there are real divisions within the class, ‘there will.
be real.conflict, Class unity camnot take place until such struggles =~
have héen won by - ‘black workers, and white workers have- realised that.

their real 1nterssts lie” in taklng power from the bosses, not- nalntalnlng
their pOWer over hlack peoyle. ‘Class unlty ‘can only be meaningful ‘on
the ba31s of the Strengﬁh of the sectloné whcch ‘are at present weak. sl

At thls tlme, however, the black worklng ‘class“ig ‘divided even in
its -owm. ranks. So there is no surprise in the ‘fact that there are'a-
multltude of groups representlng dlfferxnt 1slands, differvent rellglons,
and dlfferent political p031tlons. There are ‘gome ‘groups which ‘contain
people if both black races; but it is 1likely 1o be some time befors -
such organlsatlons take off. Instead we ‘are 11kelyto seathe" steady
growth of .the s .all groups b“sed on the class and cilltural needs of ‘a’
paltloular communlty. As morty and more Asians and West Indiens grow
up_ in Brltain subject to the - comion dlSClpllne of selling “their- labour
or surviving on the streets, faced w1th the same racism and dibloplng
similar cuonflicts with the tradltions of their parents, we can expéct
greater wnity between the two.. This unity is olready beibg forged on
the strmets 1n the comnon strug:le abalnst the pollce ‘and the fuﬁGlStSo

There can be no useful talk of a unltcd revolutlonary party, contalnln“
blacks and whites, until thisg process ‘has ‘develeped a lot fuzther than i%
has so far. When the biack groups hat » - pettled their own afialzs, dhen”
the socialist current in each -communi®ty has established real 1niluence,
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and when these groups cjose to unite across racial lineg, then there
may be a basis for union of blocks and whites, assuming that o sinilax:
process hasg Cccured among the white tendencies, and assuning that we
have become the dominant force in’the working class, = cuviio ol ol
Unity on this basis should also eléninate the invidious position -most’.
black;@iliﬁnatsfékpéiiehcefin$idé=white-organiSations ~ the subgervience
of their needs, and the needs of e black working class, to: the needs: "=
of the white organisation, The kind of unity we envipage. is that of .
a strong black organisation inside a mass revoluticnary party, so that
the demands, of the black working elass heve o permanént and: forceful
rlaceingide. the party. " "Clearly, this situation is some wayoffy and - ..
will only come out of a far higher-level of class struggle than.we have. o

But there is no short éuts ~ There is no place. for the conjuring up.. .
of & Tevolutionary party out of a few thousand rnilitants, andhandful ~of ..
whort are black. The full development of an antoncnous black movenent:.: .-
is an essential prerequisite for and effective xevolutionary party.

THZ BLACK GROUPS TODAY. . .

1t is impatience with the existihg,aut@hog@ﬁs_blackfgrpupsﬂwhich:arives -
many, revoluticnary blacks into white organisations. . As the following &=
brief survey shows,there is at present no real signof an effectiver
black revolutionary orgmnisation emerging,  But, fifteen yecrs agoy
the sanme would have been said of the white revolutionary cells, abd, .

vhile we are a long wey. from the revolutionargparty, the prospects are
not so.grim as they were, . . Considering the added difficulties fecing -
black revolutionaries, it is heaxﬁeningﬁto.ségfﬁhé:dégfee“offcfganisa%ioﬂ

In discussing the present black groups, we imfediately face two
issues 3 the class orientation of the groups, and the degree of national
organisation, In most cities there exist cultural, political and réligious
groups within each black corzmnity, .often with overlapping membership

and - frequently divided according +h their political aspirations, © Hewe
we restrict ourselves to the political groups, though one of the strengths
‘of ‘the. black communities is the:gloséwrelatighShip‘bétWéeh_What"wé'ténd -

to separate as 'politics! and 'culturels .

Asians - o o e RERIE )
Each etimic group has its own political organisations, The Indians are best

organised at.a nationel level, thought the Indian Worker Agsociation
is split into two separate groups, one pro-Moscow, one pro-Peking, 7
Both branches of the IWA exist in nost major'cities,]thougntheif‘@egﬁée”l
of involvement in local 'white! politics varies greatly. — Frequently .
they restrict themselves to paxticipation .din the Commmity Relations
Councilgy-and in some cases their other enerzies seem to be more dirtcted
to . :gaining .control of the 1oca1'SikhﬁTemple_than‘to §hanging'the'po$iﬁioﬁ
of Tndiens in white society.. DBut there is no doubt that the IWA's have
the potential to be, and-in:some fowns already arp;’manynglitiCal_“__f:
forcess .- The -question is whether or not the young Indians who were active

in the anti-racist and_anti—fascist.strugglgs}othhe éuméer'o£_1976 gi11“

bother to force the IWA's to take a more active interest in British
politics, . The Scuthall Youth Movement, for instancé, was highly
eritical of the IWA leaders, cnd there may be & negdwfo;;axpeWNQ;gag;é—ﬁﬁ

ation to be formed to. represent their needs, |

The Bangladeshi WdrkersAAésdciéﬁiOn.is aléoispiit}‘ *Théu§féfﬁhinéééfﬁ
faction hes been militant, but the other is openly reformist. =~ Sincce
a lorge proportion. of Bengalis in.DBritain are from peasant backgrounds,

their position is quite different from.thgt'gfgléay,fthejsikhs;'anL ‘_ ;
their organisation faecns bigger problemS, On thé other hupd; they 0
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are less ea311y tled 1nto the race. rel tlons mach1ne, ond their
combativity is high - as hag been seeen .in theself aefence activities. . ..
and - the struggle of the Bengall Houulng Aotlon Grcup 1n Tower Hamlets,
London,. : c e s e oo e e

It is increcsingly obvxuus that the exlstlng A51an organlsatlons
do not have. the resocurceg and politics required to nmeet the needs .-
of Asian workers, and -new. structures have hed -to be . created, - - The IR
gtrikes of Asicn workers in the Midlends in 1974 wore not. effeotlvey
assisted bythe Asian organisations, at least 2t a national level, and
only -the -Race .Tolday Collective made any substantial. contrlbutlon,-.~. :
meinly din the form.of publicity snd szpnalysis. At Ioperial Typewriters, .
the: dmportont point was the self-activity of the strikers, and it was.
their. dlSClpllne and orgenisation which sustained the.strike for so..
longe - The fact that they were defeated by the fatal combination of
a washed-.out trade union (with the help of a dose of National Front :
poison) and en Americaan multi-national, simply strengthens the arguie -
ent for.a stronb, natlonal, workln& ClaSS Asian OernlSthon. e

The formatlon of the A31an Soclallst Eeague, as a result of the o
activities of Asian mem.bers of the Internationsl Marxist Group. in the - .
Socizlist Unity campaisn in.Stetehford,. Birminghan (March 1977) is a.
clear recognition of the. inadequacies of -the existing. Asian groups,. ::[;,
The ASL has not. nade a, natlonal 1mpact, howovar, and, it may be -sone:
time before it. can. e N ‘_ ‘

Tha absence of & natlonal A81an organmsatlon capable and Wllllng to
develop working .class solidarity has. been worryingly obvious at the.- :
continuing strug:le at the Grunwick. factory in Borth London. - Duving . -
all these nonths, no organisa¥ion has been able to develop support in
the: Asien community for the-strikers at Grunwick, i@ The political ¢ -+
inexperience of the strikers has nade then easyprey for the machinations-:
of theix union, APEX, and the almest.exclusive reliance on.the ‘labour. -
movement® by the Trades Counecil activists, has meant that the politics
of Grunwick have never raached Asian workers dirvectly. - . Yet the mobile.
isation of the black community would have neen at least, if not more, . ..
upsettlng for the rullng class as the nass plckets h WG been,

We can axpeot many more strlkas 1nvolv1nb A51an workers. The
extensive solidarity offered by -their.own community: means. they cannot -
be starved into subnissionas easily as whites, and their lack of rellanoe
on the trade union movement . ("honey on the elbow" as Ms Desai put 1tQ
nakes for greater intensity of strubgle.;. This will make it all the
more ‘essential for Asian politicalorgriisakicnto develop which is capable
of building ‘these strikes betwoen the communities,. . Zqually essential .
is the politicel understanding and support of white. organisations whlch _
can work woth such . black groups without compromising their. autonomy,
sothat solidarity can be generated in the white working class,

West Indians

Like the Aszans, VWest Indigns brought w1th them to Britaln consid- "
erable political experlenoe, ‘gained in the trade union movements whlch-'j
were ot e front of the ‘independence” sﬁruéﬁles. ‘But it is probably -
true to say that West Indlan culture is less cohesive than that of the
various Asidn groups in Britain, ' So we find more local black orgafie
isationg than national ones, In each town ‘where West ‘Indians have =
settlea, there will be organisations for people of cach’ island: y Whose
main role:will be. cultural but whm&h wxll take polltlcal action under
some clrcumstances. SRS DR Bt . Pz ST P

qlnce such groups tend to renresent the more 'resgectable'West Indlan
informal organisation around the clubg and sound systems has bben_develogcd
by other West Tndians,  The political power of guph;Qrgapisgtionmshould_z




-

not be ubdercstinmsted - the clubs were the scourcs of the black mésisim .
ance o the attacks in Notting Hill in 1958, and the sound systens

were the nucleus of the gyouthwho rebelled at Cern1VCT (Nettlng Hilly,

August 1977) and Chepeltown (Leeds, November 1976)+ = Bach town: alss
has dts own overtly political groups, orpanised roand ‘conrmnity centresy
newspepers or whatever, and these are the groups which will nount caripaigns
on 1seues 11&@ yollce harassment bed schoollng etc.

Most white 1eftlsts w111 say'thut these grouplnge ‘are too looal
lacking national-echeésion -and that they do not advance what we call
revolutionayy politics, ThlS is the sort of arrogance -black: ﬂllltantq:"
have ‘come to expeet from us, - The fact dis - that most of these groups o
h&VL centaots hetieen cities, and these contacts are used when mecessw. =
ary. The itportant point is that these groups have their priorities:
right = they are ‘Bttenpting to build from the hase upwardsy: to eetab?lsh
real roots -in the comsunities where they lives . As to- their 'Yack of/
revolutlonary pelltles', weshould note, fora start “that the - Croydon
and Brixton Collective,’ in partlculux,has ‘a Theory und praciise whloh
is comsistently revolutionary,: ms does the’ Race Today-Collectlve if
of a rather more ‘polemical sort, " Tho otheér ‘point, however, is that
what the white left defines as revolutionary politics is often far
removed from the needs of black cormunities (and; often, of white com-
unities too) - For-instanee, the white Yeft only recoghises the polmtlcs
of, say; a moblllsatlon ‘against a racist Headhaster dn s deliberately
under-resourced ‘gohool ‘insofar as it provxees an opportunity to make oo
contact ' With & few bleck nilitants. “They do not'see the strupble dtgell
as 'politicel! (they hope that they can operate on the misconceived i
principle of 1n3ect1na the correctpolltlcfron out51ue), beoause they
fail to recognise that, in such strugglee, “4he ‘community is confronting
the state, via its local agents’ in the couneily and ralslnb the p031t1 eal:
coneclousness of 1ar Ed’nn:fbe:r:e of people.-.-"' 4 : o g

Slm;larly, the questlon of the polltlcal content of the mobtllsmulone
in support of bleck gouth who ore up against the Taw is often raised bj
our blinkeredi‘corrades, :  Our position @ ig that such organisation dis+ @~
polltlcal because it starts from the real needs of the massesy 1t
confronts tha dtate, and it raises consciousness, The fact That it
doesnot reise the Tran31tlon l Demands causes us no loss of sleep. SRR

This is not to say thct ell isg rosy in Weﬂt Iﬁ@luﬂ polltlce. But
the problems are bheiny dealt with, " There is a erying need’ for- the
political coherence, which stens: fron- “théory, 1o unlfy ‘thecontent - ‘ofs
the struggles of West Indlens.- Too 1ittle attention is paid to the HE
state's forward planning on raoce, “int puxﬁlculer its strateglc use ‘of
the Inmigration and ‘Rece Relations dawss  But Sivanandan's article
‘racé, Classand the Statet deals ‘with these issues” Very usefully, ‘and =
Race ‘Today, Black Liberator and Front: Lines (Crovdon and Brixton 0011—
ective) all take ‘up the effects of *he state's strategy, the role of
Communi.ty Relatlons offlelale, the attempted coollng out of black
youth eto, ;

There are also signs that the parochialism of the various islanders:
is being broken dewm, . . BEven though the groups with nemes like 'United -
Caribbean Commlttee' are often domlnated by peoplc from cneiskand, the
fact that. they exist shows the awarencss. among . West Indlqns of the need
to end the rlvalry betueen 1slands., In Lonuon, where West 1nd1an»;f' I
are hrust together in blgger we -kplaces and 1erger communltles, COSHSClOHSm
nees of island is- far less than.in, say, Leeds, where. the magorlty COHE |
from one small lsland whlch 1tself has seen llttle 1ndustrlal development.

Another: problen beang dealt with is'the conflict between racial
nationalism =nd class politics., The (white) left continmally confuses
'sepavatism! with Tautonomy'.  VWhile the influence of the autonomous
groups is grow1ng, “that of “the ﬂeparatlst, ‘black nationalist grcvns 1e
declining, ' The major cxample of +the latter is 'Grassrocis’{Tlack
Liberation Front) in Notting Hili. In the ideological batile belng fal ’
by, for example, the Croyden and Brixton Collective and Race Today against
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this tendency, we clearly support CBC and Race Today. Grassrocts has
even gone so far as to print an article by “ 1 “Rudy ‘Warayan, -the black
barrister with parliamentary ambitions, in which he suggpests that the
problen with law centres -is -that: they are Tun by Jaws.  On .other occas-
ions the man has attacked law centres because “they are. run by -revolut-.

ionexies,

While the autonorious groups share with Grassroots the:belief :that ..
the emancipetion of blacks must start with their :own-organisations; there
the similarity8tops.  Separatists beliéve that race.is the crucial factor,
and that the overthrow of capitalism is, -at best, sccon.ary, : Militant
separatists will engagé ‘in adventures like the Spaghetti House gslege, -
bt mony of them'will simply polemicise agains the evils-of rthe white <
race while making money_alongsidéiwhite:capitalists.J.nTheaimportance~;
of thig ideology can be seen when: it is employed by the emerging middle
class black leaders, who use ‘&’ gpurious nationalism. as-part of their
“battle against ‘the influence ‘of soclalist ideology = wihich. they conven-

ieﬁtly label as 'whitety o v o N T PEE B

.- 'The awtonomous groups, on-the other hand see the prime inportance of
‘the overthrow of capitlaism,:the need for unity, on their -own ferms, -
viththe white working class, and the need to-defeat the middle class
“11eaders! in their own community, * For' them,the issues of race and
class are intertwined. Most of hem accept the need. for-a revolutionary
party to destroy capitalism, but have liitle faith in the ability of he
existing revolutionary leaderships to. cithen provide a sound basis for
unity, or t¢ ensue the rights of black people imbarpost-revolutionary

society.

The néed for this mexrxist tendency Ho grow inside the West Indian -
community is crmeial for the development of wevolutionary politics in.
Britain. ' But here is no way that it can be forced by the 'interventions!
of white groups, ~There tre several battles for these militants to fight
within their own commumities : againstthie middle class leaders in the
various island groups and the Comnission for Racial Equaltiy,-.and against
the vlack nationalists,  Whites con be of little usein these struggles,

Noxr can we help much in the important tasks facing the class/race
tendency : the building of its influence among youth,: and among working
class parents, They yuth are in a speeiel position due to heir partial
‘education and socialisation in this country, which has raised their -
expaotations and increased their frustration, and has developed their
conflict with e standerds of ‘their parents, ' Add %o thig:their high.
inc¢idence of unemploguent and police harasspent and their effective:
developnent ‘of an oppositional culture based in Reggae, Dub, and Rasta~
farianism, end you can see hov ineffective white socialists ave bound
$o ‘be among black youth, = In fact, militant nationalists are likey to
be more effective than us, and even the -autonomnous groups are sorely.
tested in their efforts to develop the anti-capitalist content of the
strugslesof black yath., - But these struggles will grow, as ‘unemployment
abd police and faseist harassuent grows, - The autonomous groups, both
national and local, will’have to show that their politicel: organisation
oan také the pressure, and meet the needs of ‘the youth.. This is where
golidarity sctions with the youth who- have beén. captured by ‘the police

and'the ccurts’gré of “enormous political :importances i

Ihe yorking class black parents dre in s different positione . While
they are now fully aware that they were duped by 'the vislon of fie mother

country held out to them in the colonial schools at honey they find it
difficult- to indentify with the extreme opposition of their childwen,
They have been shocked 'out 'of hieir faith'in British Justice, but it is
still 'a big step for then to adopt ‘a ‘revolutionary stance againgt the
state, The autonondus groups which ‘are ‘developing politieéal practice.
around black workplaces and’ around ‘scheoling (ég the Black rarents
I‘Iovﬁfﬂnnt) and :'i‘.l_:e Tawg-aré clearly going in the right direction,
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THE ROLE OF TﬂE WEITE LEFT

Further proof that the whlte left»can only yroceed.an the basis of
support for the autonomy of ‘blacks:can. be gained fronm. a glance at

the fate of the black sectlons of the SWP and IMG, The SWp took ..

the o ly step its politics would allow in founding the paper 'Flane'

fny ‘hint ‘of ‘attonemy "contained ‘in the initial -masthead. "1.5, paper .

“iof blae: workers in-strugsle" has now:been removed by the new cbag.

"Ilack ‘workers ‘paper-of the SWP", ‘a subtle but: 516n1flcant change.. . .
mgde - p0551b1e, no -doubt; by the,resignation of g large. number .of .the
black nembers who! started the paper.. - They objected 1o the demand .
thet “he -édltorial ~board should contalnwhlte members  of. the leadershlp

of "he WP, and’ that. the -paper-ghould mirror . the SWR!'s campaigns,.. ThlS
grovp subsequently founded'Samaj!, which spoke direetly. to-Asian and .
West Indian workers,but they have been unable to establlsh a national.
organisation, ‘and :are now:considering merger- w;th the Croydon and Brlxton
Ccllective, The black people who have remained: thhln the; SWP aypear
to be qu;te committed to its sectarian and econonisitic approach, and
show no 'signs ofimaking real connections with the black working. class,
fhogub: - a recent article. by:Tony Bogues (Internationsl Socialism No ..J)
plunderg Race Today to argue: for involvement. in: the. antl-courts strugvles
of black:youbh, 4 change of-line that could .quite easmly becomu dnothel
-*rbcrult %nd run' exerclse. g,:ﬁh;_,‘: o SUESI . L

The IW“ has always had a. more prlnclpled pos;tlon on the questlon fi
of rawtonomy, and: its ability to. put politics before party bulldlng has
meant that it can attract some black people i its ranks partlcularly,
though not exclusivey, those who have been to college, Its recent
xnltlatlve in’ launchlng the Asian Socinlist League ig.a welcome step
*-thelr UﬁWlOHS p081t10n of: support only for black coucuses Wi%hln trade
‘unions and organisations. . But-he inability of black IMC members 1o .

fusgtain their. over-lntellectual Journal 'Black Struggle' shows.the ..
difficulties thoy face. - Relying heavily on a few. black 1ntellectuals
~to write the journal, and then relying on whlte menbers. to sell 1t f
tho Journal could never m‘ke much 1mpr8851on on the black working classo

None oF thls s to argue that there should not be black members in
awhlte revolutionary organlsatlons. . There Bul:\' well be black peopleﬁ}:
who have sexious political differences with the black autonomous BToups,
or who live in areas where .there are no such ETOUDS,. .or _even. those whose
political and ‘cultural. baokground mukbs “them closer .to white. rGVOIHUM:
icnaries than -black, . Another. factor to be oon81dered is the p051tlon
of-half  castes. Often wejected by :both blacks and whltes, the conflicts
which exist in half castes make most of them 1dent1fy prlmallly w1th

the blaocks, but some may feel more akin to whltes, and therefore may j
JDln the (whlte) organlsatlpns..;u . L R

For whatever reason’ they ‘join, blmck people 1n1he (whlte) groups -
play an essential part.in-educating white. revolutlonarles and in devel-
oping -the political line. of the:group. - For thlS& reason ve welcomc:'
blacks in ‘Big Flame,  But we . would argue that the Pprime role of any
bleck memebrs would mormally.be, wherever possille, to contribute. $o
the growth of the gutoncmous revolutionary tendency in the black worklng
class. Dlack members would also ensure that the guestion of race is
not peripheral - tothe group!'s. politics = 2 .separate area of work with
dAts own slogans and methods. = but 1s .and 1ntegral part of all the 5roup s
polltlcal actlv1ty.;. vl : ien oy D e :

Given the pre-emlnence of the need for autonomous black organlsatlon,
what shoudl be the role of*the mainly white orxganisation?. The first
thing is for us to understand the implications. of. our . ‘uncondltlonal
support!.  This means that we never conduct ourselves in such.a way
which intérferes with hieir right to conduct their own affairs,.. Ve .
must never parachute into an area of black struggle and conduet our
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ovn propoganda and activity. If we happen to have an existing bhase in
the arca, and are therefor in a legitimate position to contribute to- that
struggle, we accept the leadership ofthe autoncmous group, -Where there is
no such group, we should design our activity to encourage the emergence of
a militant black leadership = not to recruit the emerging leaders to our
own, group, This does not mean that we are mindless camp followers of
whatever black leaders there are, " We may well have political disagreements,
~and if we have earncd the right to argue through our political work in the
_areaz, then we can and should engage in debate. But not in the kind of s
steamrollering perfected by some groups - the 'debate! that is designed to
destroy an organisation. - We may also be in a position to contribute to
the struggle via our contacts inother cities, or financially, or by helping
organise speukers, or by lending equipment or resources. - But again, too
often such help is of .the kind offered by imperisliste to the Third World -
the ‘kind that demands ‘a greater return some time in -the future, or which

is simply an ‘attempt to menipu late the group's activity.

The second thing we have to understend is that political activity arcund
race is not to be equated with 'interventions' among black people, .. The
white left has a nupber of important tasks to perform in relation to the
white working class,the fascist orgonisations, and the state, = All these
tasks are related” to the question of race, but in attempting to carry then
out, we do not compromise our sclidarity with the zutononous groups, nor
do we spend al lour tlmb lelng into 'black strugsles',

- What sonetimes 100kS'llk€ an obgession by (whlte)-groups to recruit

black people seems to have clouded our understanding of the politics of race.
It has removed attention from the long term strategy of he. social democrats,
Following Sivanandan, we argue that the state's poliecy is 'give a little,
take the lot', Requiring immigrants (black and white) to do the shitwork,
the govt has to deal with the revolt being engenecred inside the balek working
class, particularly that of the black youth, We would add that it also

has to deal with theracist revolt among its own supporters. The strategy
appears to be to both inpress the racists in the working class and depress
the immigrants by slowly removing their rights and citizens and replacing
thenm with the non-rights of migrants. The hardship cause by Immigrahion
Levs canmot be over—cstimated, Misery and fear, neither of which are
conducive to revolt when you are in a small minority, result from the enforced
separatlon of families (Whlch itself increases illegal immigration, with all
the ensuing problems), the random police raids, and. the requirement of
reporting at police stations, - The ultimate step is to meke immigrants in
this country have the same status as the non-BEC migrants in Germeny and
France : living without their families in barracks, 1o be sent howme wheneven
thet have served their economie purpose, ALL of this, of course, swells

the shriveled heart of the raclst and maybe brings a veie back to Labour
from the Nutlonal Front, :

But it does not deal with the revolt of the black youth,particularly
the West Indiens, who are born here, To them, the state appeirs to'give',
in the form of Race Relations laws to curb the unacceptable face. ofracism
(job diserimination, incitement etc), and cash grants to projects which will
get the revolting black youth off the streets and into hostels , playgrounds,
job sampling schemes, crash half-skill courses or whatever, The added
advantage, from the state's point of view, of these schemes is that they
also provide jobs for some of the black people whom they hope will . form a
niddle class able to eontain the youth, While the Cormission foxr Racial
Equality (and its predecessors) is in the frontline of this operation, the
other sohemes like Manpower Services and those. being funded under the
Eolland Report should not he forgoﬁten.

We do not argue that these schemesg should be thrown back in the face of
the ruling class, They might nmake 1ife better for scme of the youth, at
leagt in the short term, and some nay even use the schemes for their own
political advantage. What ig needed is a concerted onti-racist campaign
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vy the whole of the left.  The basic slogen rugt be the one already
adopted by some groups 't "Abolition of all Tomigration Laws", but we have
to find a more effective way of mounting this campaign then soply .
writing to trade union branches and asking them .to pass a regpolution..

We have to use phone=ins, letters to the press, direct action, and, . '
above all, consistent political work in our communities and workplaces to
make people see that the presence of Black people has nothing to.do with
the econcnic and social-problems'werface.:=fThe-latter argumnent, of course,
“ig inseperable from our genst al political work of winning the nass of people
Yo socialism, and ties in with the kind of work which is relevant to the
support of the black youth - expleining to the white working class why
black youth are rebelling, how the "short term Jjob creation schemes can be
of 1o lasting use, and advancing pelieies which will make a difference.
gince many white youth share the problem of ‘shitwork. or unemploynent, .
plus a measure of police harassnent, with blacks, many, of these arguments
will find a resonance in white parents. ' T

“imhe-third area‘of work for the (white) left is.in the. opposition to
fascism,  We take neither of he extreme views about fascism current on .
jthé3left : that fescism can be veduced 30 racisn, and thet we .fight racism
by builéiing.a breadralliance with all people of good=willj .or that fageism -
alope is the najor threat, and it can only be dealt with by physical force,
We argue that fascism is not on the cards in. Britain today, since it is
not useful to the state, which is already well armec with a repressive
apparatus in the form of the Prevention of Terrorigm Act,.the Criminal
“tJustice Law, the Immigration Law of 1971, the axmy which is treined in
Strike'breaking?'aﬁd an effective secret police force, : DBut the. fasclst
“orpanisations -arc not the puppets of the ruling class, and have sufficient
“autonomy and skill to grow. - vhile sone spotions.of Phesruling elass, nay
‘oppose them, others may well tolerate them =8 an enti=-left force of some

ugefulness, Recism is the well-spring of fagscism, and it has snch a
“powerfully dicisive force in the working cless anong those who are nob,
“and ave never likelwy to bey fascists, that we must enphasise the need for

& vigorous anti=racist campaignon the lines mentioned above,. . Bub the
“'fascists have a programme and a nethod which goss be yond racism, - Ultimately
- baged on the anti-senitic opposition o 'finance cepital!, the fascists '
S purport te offexr a complete political programme to solve all problems,
‘While there is-no doubt that we have to sitop the fascists crganising, wusing,
if necessary, dheical foree, we also have to countexr the whole programne
of the fascists, by defeating them politically inside the wquing_classn
end demonstrating the viability of the socialis® citernatives oo

- Yor the left to have any recl effect in the fight against racism and
fascism, it requires a powerful, autonomous black movenent, This article
started with = theoretical argument about the need for on awtononmocus black
movenent befors there could be o resl revolutionery party. It ends with
a practical arpument for this powerful, autonomcus movement : without it,

" the (white) left will be in dmnger of being swenped by the racists and the
faseists, - o : L R ok

Pred Red
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