WHAET HAS BIG FLAME GOT TO OFFER YOUTH IN LEEDS?

“Criticisms from BF teccchers in Loeds of the 'Youtht perspeetive
put forward by the ’Yputn' grLup, and embodied in TH's Lecds

ycuth loaflet. s, o J H 12.11.76
. ) i1 a
Introuuctlun . . 2] lS

This short piecce is thb first shet in whet should be o detailed
debatc throughout.BF, and espescially among thesc working with
young people at schools, colleges, pla Jgrcund and youth Elubu.
It is written with a certain amcunt of hestility and resentront,
which we should explein before we get on to the nrllilc al issues.

-+ The leaflet had the BF contact address on, whlcn huppans to be

where all three of us live, It has ceoused a iu:orb,-un¢ the Bduecation
Dept is locking inte it, Jeff has been told he nidt net even get
teaching proctics, let alonce a jobs and the question Of_a spending

Max was reised by the Dircctor of Bducation during the® Bonfire Night
Trial -~ his Principal has said he cannot support him 'next timet,

and he's already being accused of inciting the students to strike

on 17th November, Jane is teaching part-time, and wants to go

back to school tcaching soon,

When Brian wes told on the phone that ocur jobsg were threstoned,
he said "Oh, tears arc running down my face™, Ve think that the
leafletts politieal line raises problems which cannot be dealt with
by sarcasi, We also think it is inexcusable to be so unpleasant
to comrades whoare in such o difficult positicn, '

“The political line of the leaflod

Leaving agide the fact that the lcaflet was not discussed by anyone -
this is the fault more of the vhole group than of the writer of T
leaflet’ — we find it difficult to willingly sacrifice our jobs for

it becaunse we disagree with it in importent ways.

But it should be absolutely clear that we are in full support
of the Conference decisicn to work with youth, and it full agreement
with Tony taking the initiative in Lecds, We thousght that o lot
of the #eaflet was very good, but it has somc wecknesscs:

1) Perents: It shows no understanding of the complexity of the role
of parents, It is not drue thot Tmany' perents are like 'little
Hitlers'; and meny parcnts vhe are authoriatrian in the home struggle
progressively at work, We can criticise this, but we'll got novhere
by such aggressive attacks on_pq_cntu. We should show that we
“understand how the intolerable strain of personal life in capitalism
nekes people authoritarian, It i too casy for middle closs people
to atvtack working class suthoriatoriansin. ‘

ilso, it should be ohvious that parents will mediate the leaflet

for 2 lot of kids (only two of the 20 odd calls have come from

school students), Parente will, in one way or ﬂncthpr tell the
kids what to think ab’ut the lcaflet, and their hostility has to

be, as {for as possible, neutraliscd, References to Hitler and

sex before 16 unnecessarily increase hostility, and may even divide
parents further from their kids,

2) Teachers: Not all teachers are like the Beano cartoon, nor do ra
they all think they are God, They tooc will mediate the leaflet,.”
ard while the hostility of shit teachers may do us good, we nced

the support of progrensive taechers, ot ofthe two calls from teachers
wag from o socialist, and she was offended by the leaflet, There

are almost always onc or two good teachers in a school {some of -

then arc in BFY), and a call to a mceting for young bpeople con be

o real help to them - if it is done in the right way. They can

help us congiderably, and they are not won over by Beano cartoons




Autonony

We think it is ironie that the BF comrades who arc demanding auvtonomy
for they youth, m.d the exclusion of adults from meetings, orc over
20 gears old thenselves, Tt is like men demanding cutonomy for
women, or whitcs demanding autonomy for blacks, Vo too think that
youth must organise by themselves; for themselves - but we have to

be very clear about the role of adults,  BF docs not haveée & radical
ferinist or bdlack nationalist perspective. Your oositicn smacks

of separatism - and 1t was not adopied at conforence,

61r arguncnt is thot youth must develop their auboncomous pover,
and that acults can have a pesikive role to play, Teachers can
help school students develep their power witheut taking over their
strugsles. Sc can parents, and young people in their twontics,
Qur own expericnce is that young people welcome this support, and
arc quite aware wren adults arc being helpful and when they arc
being dominecring,

You, older people orgainsing with youth, in practice take tho
position welve just cutlined, but at the same time yow appcar to
adopt a separatist and dlanket abbi-adult perspective, This will
be seen by the youth ag bavefoced hypcerisy - ond as politiecally

unsgound,

Our poiitical work aps tecachers

Tt ig the worst form of snarchist meralism to suggest, as Brian's
sarcasn did, that we should not be concerned for our jebs. It is
alnost ag absurd as the 'all tecchers are foremen! position, Ve

arc guite prepared to stake ocur jobs for o coerect pocitical principle
(Mox said from the dock that he supported the Borifire Night youth)

but we arc not preparcd to be sacrificed ciothe politicallyunsound
whims of ageing youths, '

The struggle in cducation is an important part of the pelitical
work of =21l three of us, Apsrt form the day to dsy work, two of
us have spent nonths on the Crieis in Education drolt namphlet,
and this pamphlet is the basis of ocur contributicn to the Radiesl
Bdueation Conference and in o local work,  The Leeds youth leaflet
will not go uncriticised by soclelist teachers, particulary if threats
arc made to our jobs, since ezch time one of us goes down, the nolitical
position of all socinlitts in cducationis weakened, This vork could
not go on if wo lost our Jjobs, ind we dontt accept any implication
that this work is waimperitant, o that we are sinply 'forcoment,
Nor do we minimise the impcertance of having a decent income, Thoere
is nothing wonderful about living con the dole (particulary if you
have kids), nor is menual work 'more importent! than teaching, 1t
is  avery distorted notion of 'ypurity' ond of what it is o identify
with the most oppressed that leads you into yuwur postion over youth,
You should check it out occasionally with workers thenselves ~ young
and old,

Conclusion

We repeat: we think it is abscolutely vight to work with youth, IH
no way do we accuse Tony of deliberately putting us in this position,
But we do think bhere is o tendency in your political position to
make ©11 of us in BF, particularly those in education, vulncrable
to severe attocks from both the left and the right, S0 we are
arguing that you clange coursc - that you elarify and correct your
notion of cutonemy, so that it does not antagonise all parents and
all teachers, ind you should be more sensitive to the position

of comrades who axe teachers. In BF we have to toke {far more
responaibilty for our actions, and thet means behoving responsibly
towerds members of the organisation, and towards the working class
as o vhole, Tf the Leeds youth wmeeting ends din uprcar, will you
say that cveryone in the meeting is wrong/reactionary/rcpressed?




