THE YOUTH ULESTION JHERE ARE JE NOu?

This article has besn written partly 1n response to the letter sent

to tha cdas of Youth Libsration from the BF secretariat and partly to
try and set about identifving what appear to be major stumbling blaocks
on this gusstion, 5

1t would be sa easy for us now to fall back into hostilities on this
guastion. Hppefully unlika past discussions on youth the time is ripe for
Us to look at this quaestion in a doun to earth and comradeley way.

I want to make my own criticisms of the Youth Liberation draft., I shars
some of the feelings of the secretariat letter, but like the youth
liberation draft thought it a bit ambiguous (ie it could be misunderstond).

sihat i found healthy about the Youth Liberation drat was that it was
writtan clsarly and in a siraight forward manner. Unlike the the
seoratariat wkinkxumwxpletter which in places was pretty vague and cnly
toushed on questions,rather than attempting to ansuer them. (eg..The
criticisms of 'repreducing artificial language',obviously refereing to
usa of four letter words;).

iy big worry nob is that the question of youth will again become over
splarised betwesn thosa 'for unity with teachers / parents stc' and
'those against unity with parebts/teachers etc'. There is no doubt that
the vouth leaflet as it stood in draft form could be misunderstood as
being anti parent ,teacher etc. But as so often is the case on the
rsvolutionary left we are in dnager of throwing baby out with the bath

watar,

CHANGING KSQCIAL RELATICWSHIPS.

shile %4 such a position has to be criticised we must at the same time

try and acknowledge the reasons for such a strong emphasis from youth

to thoeir ralationships with teachers,parents,adults etc. For me it

cannot be slagged off as being 'ultra leftistd obsessed with divisions

in the class'. What i have learnt from a working relationship with youth

¥ in Brum,incliuding many of the cdes who are in or around Youth liberation,
is this. Any progressive movement which wants the support and active
participation of youth must bo willing to acknowlefie their specific
mnaression (we have done this in BF );but it must alsc in practice shou

a sincera willingnass to change oppressive social relationships noW.

Naw i have sean acknowledgements to this affect on paper but have
yet to soe fexw this tackled in practice. And i'm not trying to use
this as an excuse to condone leaflats that have baen written by differsnt
people in tha past {myself included) which could have been interpreted
as anti adult/teacher /parent.

It would be so easy to fall into an arqument about wether "all/most/many/
teachers are like little Hitlers".For us to discuss its relevance or
not is pretty academic. I am more interested to find out wether 8F
teachors feel Childrens criticisms of teachers should be included in
thoir loaflots (youth leaflets) or should thess criticism be raised only
in closod meetings,®® inter personal discussions,or internal documents?

"FUR_LORKING CLASS UNITY

Perhaps one of the most mis used slogan on the revolutionary laft.More

often used in an oportunistic fasion to put down the demands of traditionally
less pawsrfull sactions of the working class (Wlomen, Black people,Young
peaple, Homosoxuals,old folk etc).
Somo critics of earlier youth leaflets pointed out how young peeple would
need to united with other sections of the working class where ever possible.
There is no doubt that we did not give this question the emphasis it deserved,
no doubt due to the fact that we were attempting to give closest attention
to thosa aroas of youths lives that were‘alwa%g_aVDidad by revolutionaries,
and which B%5Hwe sansitive areas with often litkle hopo of unity. (EG, the



in the family,conflict with parents; sexuality;life

gusstions o

ins schnol,relationships with teachers, to name but a fow ).

o
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je sauw our rolm as trying to assit youth in building up a total critique

aof their situation in a caoitalist socisty. That maans bath young Wwomen

as well es man,for Black and white youth,for ycungsr and older youth, at
schoal,in the waged workplano,in the hame, cosimoni Ly, saccor game,discoteque,
the lot.

0K,so its a mamoth task and one which will take en independent revolutionary

youth mevement to finally reconcile but that was and still is our main

oriontation. To look basyond the narrowly definod trotskyist conception

of youth s%ruggle,which until more racent mass youth unemployment was

mora or loxss reduced to the struggle of 'apprentices for trade untion rights'.
Thats not ko say wae should snigger at theso questions,far from it. Youth
unemnloyment in particular is at astranomical levels and is cbviously an
important issue for any socialist youth movement. But its an easy way out,

to reduce youth oppression to these questions. Look at most left papers

and jourmals (BF included) and you will the crude aconomism that simply

pxdxerx vhalmas youth umemploymant as the cause of sverything from the

risa of tho Young National Front,to vandalism, Arson,flugging...the lot.
Surae,youth unemployment has boen a contributory factor in these things.But

it doss npot explain uhy youth of 13 or 14 march with the NF for example. I'll
try =nd come bask to this question lator on.

Recont zvents havo shoun the basis for unitg in action botween youth and
tonchers and youth and parents. There have been largo demonstrations i
in various cities and towns of teachers,parents and schoolstudents,usually
in oppostion to the cuts in public spending. There is no doubt that these
nctions dassrve our praise and support.But in most cases they alse need
to bs criticised. Deaspite the sincerity of the instigators of these actiaons,
thoy very often (more often than not) take a very patronising form in
the way they use schoolstudonts, to increase the sizo of their demo but
dant consider %% incorporating the demands of the pupils into the demands
of the demonshteation. And thoras no doubt that in most cases youth would
have lots tgo say about Quantity ("More education")arguments. So thepe
is no doub: that on thesa'united' demonstrations young poople will be
particpating from a position of weakness rather than of strength.Soc we
havo to start thinking about how we work on such committiess (as teachers
and parcnts)how we can assit building the power of ycung pecople on these
doncnstbations. And it also means that socilist tsachers start to seriously
discuss the possibilities of assisiing Schoolstudents in organising in
the school. Scmz socialist teachsrs in Brum are looking into ways of getting
an NUSS (National Union of School Students) branch off the gopund in the
school they uwork ine

I think thars is now a considerable amount of support from within BF on
both tha imnortance of building an independent socialist youth movement and
also o rocognition of united agtion whers ever possible. But,unfortunateley
wo have skill to tackle ono very sensitive question. WHAT SHOULD OUR REACTION
SE TO THE MANY ISSUES THAT YOUNG PBOPLE FEEL STRONGLY ABOUT BUT YHICH OFTEN
SEEM TO CREATE ONLY HOSTILE REACTIONS FROM OTHER SECTIONS OF THE CLASS?

AFTER THE REVOLUTION?

Thiés peint isn't 2 'side issuc'alongside 'more imocrtant questions' it
is contral to the building of an independent revolutionary youth movement.
It is vasy to dismiss,cr float arcund this question.To reduce very
complex and antagonistic rolationships within the class to a few glib
1inocs about 'authoritarian relationships!' or'non antagonisitic contradiciticns,
Al) i wish to say about the use of such language is that thay don't adequatley
answer thoe real nroblems for youth. I dont want to y throw baby out with the
bnth water. Paut T in particular made some svery excellent criticisms of past
youth loaflots and documonts.But it is a false argument to sce things as a



an “Either","0r" battle,..Veither™ we fight for unity in action,"Or" we
aro obsosszd with divisions in the class. Thaxuekress ol
Lets try and racognise the strangths of tha youth libaration draft as

well as its weaknoeses,And lets inccrporato the lessons into self criticism
if we toc are found wanting.

Tho suopatariat lettaer failod to acknowledge and support the obvious
fealings cmongst ravolutionary youth in Youth Liberation oxpressed in
their draft loaflet,that thoy aro not willing to sit back and accept
their subnrdinatz rols in socicty. That sccialism must alsg mean the
finht %o chinge ecpnressive social relationships,shxxwgriextexrx and
that kkxsw this must be done now{not after the revolutionjin our
theorotical discussions gnd in our mass practice.aithout a2 commiiment”
from 3F as a whole on this point,dont be too suprisedx if those youth
around the youth 1ib draft_mis interpret ywwstho BF lettor as an "evasion',

Youth LiborationS' "Never mind the Bollocks" draft did however fall down
in xasxway that 1t was opai to W sinterpraotation ,aspccially by teachsrs,
az being anti them. It comprehended quite clearly their acute foelings
of pouerlessness (as youno neople) and was rightly critical of

~dult chauvanism and oppression, But it did not try to expddin the
complox powcr ralationships in the wider sense,(cq thy is it that Daddy
or lMomamy take out their oun frustrations of powerlossness on their

1tid5 7.+ . eperhaps lommy has given a rough time by daddy,porhaps Daddy

hos had the Bess ontc him all day.) I have minor criticisms of the
content of the youth Lib draft.Any major criticisms i have are more

t- do with what the draft didn't say than what it said.As i've tried

to point cut so far.

THE. USE OF LANGUAGE

is i said carliee, i found soko of the secretaiud criticisms pretty
vagus. In thoe next fou chapters i want to try and pinpoint some of
the areas which seem to cause us so much trouble and to suggest

some ways and means of tackling thess 'abstacles',
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Seme wore touched on in the socreotariat lettor,others waren't.A
ma jor criticism appeared to be the usc of language by ycuth liberation.
"Some of the language smacked of attompts to re introduce

in an artificial way tho way ycuth are supposed to speak"
Letter from Secretariat,

Some quoskticns: dhat does the secretariat mean by "Supposed tao speak"?

and what ore you trying to point out when you say "this doss not go

down well with young penple who like most poople tond to sce the difference
botioon the wekkkenxdxxsxkenxwssy spoken and written word"? Do you think
youth always rocognise this differcnce in a negative way,as you imply?

Sureley it is e positive Attribute to express in uritten form(in lzaflets
napcrs,Journals,internal bulletins etc)what working class people say over

a pint of beer,cr a cup of tea. :

Again it would be sc easy to ovor polarise,this debate as onc about
wshtar or not o include swear words. Between blanket comdemnation
as i interprot the sccretariats criticism and over usage,as i interpret
the "Never mind the Bollocks'draft.

For thosa who sae.four letter words as 'artificial' then you are sadly
sut of tsuch with a mode of expression which as long as there is something
to orumble about will always be uscd seloctivelpy . Myself, i dont really
cnre how pecple wrap up kxkexxwhat they want to say as long as i get their
mGanings only wish ocur own cdes were more sXrscleoctive in susing Arrkxfix
‘aptificinl! language like "Petit Bourgesis deviationist entrists" and




gvisionist contrists”.
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TIONS : hy dn Jorking class peaple ing particulanr usa
Words? Oo they have o place in our propoganda? What
soxis

:
nbout possible soxist connotaticns/eg "Cunt"?  Should our leaflots

set cut to bo aora elinically dotatched from emotion er should they
B

RSEXMRE XN MRERNRK R
MATIOHAL UNION _OF SCHOOL STUDEﬁjﬁéﬂyss.

Tho quasticn of how rsvelutioicrises should ralats to NUES is npt a
new one. It has bheen the talkine point of pasi as wall as presont
activists. Altiicugh several youl!s contacts in Zrum are beginning to
use KU3S as a way of organising .n schools i1 foal it is important
far oF and thosc youth contacts we have to begin to astablish a
fipmor critoria for working through NUSS, UWhat aro the strengths
~nd weknaoss! for vorkk in NUSS? iMhat should young poople be fighting
For within NUSS? (og its position on Iregland n-d-apmy reccruitment,
Lather it could ba used to launch offective ‘anni recruitment work,
esypnsor the anti recruitment film otc). The common feeling amongst
Brum contacts vis a vis NUSS is that it is "nretty tame" but usefull
in that it can nive some sort of national co ordination with other
schanlstudents, Colcheskar,Sheffield,Liverposl and more recently
flnnghester OF have mado contact or helped establish NUSS branchos.
fiopa info fram these branches,and their own views of R[USS would be
inveluabla,

GUERILLA ASTIVITY.(Disruptive activities not armed insurrection ).

given the absence of youny people from any
acizi i naking processes connected tn schsel,that voung

Fion wob-uwk in the abtacrce of anvibino batrer,fighl back
ndividuat rétaliation.New this retaliaiion tokes many forms
en't alwavs 1 conscious act, UR A REVDLUVIONARY ONE.

5oin here is an avsa which noads closer exanination, The tendancy
amcnast many finacchist groupings has been to alorit'y such methcds

qole from schonlkids,uwithout keiryg focognising their waoaknesses
¢ enly by the blanket comdemnation from tho traditional

| ieft.As many cof us know guerilla activity has a lonn tradition
in British schonls., SHOULD WE SUPPORT SUCH ACTIVITY AT ALL? iF S0,
UNDER “HAT CIRCUMSTANCES? EXACTLY “HAT SORT OF ACTIVITY WOULD WE
OPPDSE/SUPPORT? Even NUSS which professess to be a "Non political®
s"Responsible" schod! student body 1lists DISRUPTION as a last
resort. 50 what sort of disruntion would we support/initiate.

hould not Lo auprisad giv
es

YOUTH AND FEMINISH

I'm listino thase araas because they havn't really been worked out

vary thoroughlly inside or outside BF,but most importantly because
thoy arve asssential arsas for any pobtential revolutionary socialist
youth movemant. Many cdes have been quick to state how even the term
"Wouth™ gonjures up impressions of man rather than women. I dont want
tn attenpt to go into that point here,only to say that our activity
necds %o 'he alongdsde both young men and women incorporating to the full
tie revolukionary aspirations of the latterf who generally get left
sut )., But we are very weak on this question due wEirX in part to the
dominanct of men cdes in youth activity in BF.

It wouid be a gross error to say that feminists havn't ldoked at
the rolationahships between sexusl and ago divisions in the class.
Therc has been a considerable amount of work done in the field of
challanoing sex roles in School books for example and in fighting
for equal oportinities in training/ waged work etc for women school
leavers, All this has to ba supported and encouraged in the future




but little attempt has beon made to actually involve young women themselues
nn these and other issues inside and outslide school.

A very good discussion took place at o racent Bimmingham project meeting
to discuss youth. liomen present were quick to draw out the many dififerent

problems {aced by young womor compared to young men, For example
Nayxxthayone woman prascent spoke of the way young women would see tha

many probelsm that arcsc in their own daily life as being proof of their
own inadequacies rathor than societics {or"the system" }. Despite the
woaknessas of male vouths often individualistic,ofteon reachionary responses
%o their “shit 1life",these responses wers non the less more likeley
te be gutwardooing than for young womens Accross tha whole board you
get male youth joining the NF,or smahing up a phone booth,beating up
their girlfiiend,their mate, joingng loft wing:groups maybe,getting
involved in the aggro at the football match etc etc etc....but so often
pxpressed outwardly. lthere as young women fighting against what the
system has to offer them would blame themselves. Thés discription was
backed up byrthe frightening exparience o” one young Selly Uak Women
(in her mid teens)who was not only active in the Indspendent Youth
ocoupation {see Aug-BF paper) but has also been active in trying to set
up a domens group in-another youth club. Out of. the blus,we roecently '
heard sha was in hospital,recovering from an cverdose (an attempted
suicide ). The pressuraes on Yomen to accept or reject so called "normal"
sex roles appears to reach a peak at the age of zmarEX secondary school
studontsthe induction of these ideas coming at an sarlier age. Challanging
socicties idea that young women should be passive must also mean making
sure that young women have a struggle role themsalves,in the-fight back,
These arc just a few random thoughts,no doubt just the tip of another
iceburq that Big Flame has to crack.Some suggestions: Could the
womens commission set aside time to dsicuss the youth qﬁagﬁgagrﬁﬁb'CDULD
such discussion be fully documentod. It would also be helpful if the
bzlance. of male dominaticn in youth acltivity was tilted the other way,

SEXUALITY o

"The farthest left wing groups have gone on this QUesﬁimn is to gall for
more and better infs on contraception,abortion etc.Xelrexn The whole
‘guestion has to be dealt with in more depth not just in absteact theoretical
terms but starting from thc probdems nf youth {their questions).Mary
tlhitehouse and 2 whole host of reactionaries have put this gquestion on the
agends ,why 2re they so worried? Should we support calls to lewer(or even
abodish)the age of consent? why do older and younger people often have
such.conflicting views on this question? What are the specific . problems
for young women vis a vis oppressive sexual/Porsonal relationships? How
‘do they conflict/er do thoy conflict with calls for lewering the age of
consent? ‘why is the NF opposed to Phecodophillia? How do we .relate

to this question of Phegdophillia? D : '

SF_PUBLICATIONS

Have we given the youth quostion adeguate wcoverage in our publications?
My own faeling is that we have been fairly weak in this department. Not
only in reporiing on geing activity of youth {(new NUSS branches,youth
against fascism leaflets are 2 examples)but alse in trying to use our
publications as a forum for initiating discussion on youth. vhy not

for ‘example ask cdes -in and around 'Youth Liberation'to céntribute a
feature article For the paper on their own activitios,views of the left,
‘a new organisation stc? Lets not feel frightened or ashamed that mayba

% in raising this question ocpenley many mistakes will bs mado on All sides.,
BukxirxRiraXty But lets stop hiding this dobate away,bets admit that we
dont know all the answers.kekexzdmiixiiakx That after a certain point of
common agreement we still have a controversy on our handss :
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The fact that this 'controversey' is taking place within BF and not in the
discussion papers and meetings of wkkes most other left wing groups says a lot

for one essential strength of BF's . politics; thae breadth of aur analysis..the
need For total alternatives. S : T

It should be clear that these 'sensitive issues'(like some of those mentioned
earlier in this document) are not self inventad problems but a reflection of
many underlying problems and questions ‘affecting large sections of young
seopla . BF can play a leading role in making sure the youth guestion in ALL
ITs complexity is dragged into the light of day,starting in pur publications.
Also BF branches might like to consider inviting speakers from amongst youth
contacts {eq Youth Liberatiantih_arum) to lead off discusions/mestings om

this topic. SR \ ' -

SOME FINAL POINTS

THE SECRETARIAT LEETER was out of touch with discussion and decisions

taken at the previcus youth meeting. In particular it was agreed that though
a Youth anti fascist leaflet was an important move in“itself it was also
to be ‘away of sounding out support from other youth.around. the country
and in Scotland in the idea of a futurs Revoluticnary-Youth paper run for
youth by youth . And this accounts for some of the supposed 'mistakes''
made in the Youth Lib draft. EGesesd e S -

+ vhy the deaft was written by youth at the préuioug meeting:rathet_thén
simply using other anti fascist literature. o L

+ Uhy it attémpted'tb deal also with general problems of youth and why
it attempted to be more than simply a dofensive response to what the
NF have done...trying to pose gensral alternatives,dr at least general

criticisms of youths 1ife quer.cagitéiism. '

But as i've tried to goint out earlier on, the secretariat Rwidmaxkax
letter while recognising that the draft was open to mis interprstation fxxx
ag a blanket anti adult position,failed to acknowlcdge or it seems,even
recognise the strengths aparant within thedr wrkwoakness. (ie the will to
change existing social relationships starting now,not after the revolution).

It is also politically unsound to in ont breath fail to give the YL draft
cven critical support while suggesting to-the youth concerend they should
consider giving ‘uncritical support:tc an NUSS (National Union of School
students)leaflet. No explanation of this position was put forward in the
Vetter to Youth liberation which supgests it is not only YL who have to do
seme rethinking. ' SRR " U |

Now wn have rightly acknowledged in 8F the need to help build an- independent
revslutionary youth movement. No doubt building up NUSS branches and giving
sut their leaflets has been and will continue to be part of this process.fut
in no way can the former goal be simply reduced toc the latter. As i've tried
to point cut sarléer a much clearer understanding of the NUSS is nceded inside
BF., {Also support for ths anti nazi league has been put forward.as . an.’
alternative to the YL dréft.Is this a guide for all BF =k anti fascist
activity?: If so how does it relate to other anti fascist bodies?) )

Sure the secretariat letter raised some sound criticisms of the draft. But

in my opinicon there,was a totaliy feilure to understand the right way to make
those criticisms;bareing in mind this was zmexwgx an hanest attempt to
investigate support,for .an independent rev ycuth movement. Again this is

why it was drawn up by youth themselves and why we refrained from wx 'overseeing!
their efforts. Also it was a draft leaflet(not e finishad product) open to
changes from those youth contacts in England and Scotland, [In no way did tho
socrefariat letter scem at 21l sensitive to the need for self organisiation

of youth,especielly bareing in mind the-problems of 1nitial 'dependency’

on 'better off’(not well of f )sections of the left like us. Yo are not at the



stage of relateing to 2 strong awbonomous movement but of actually trying
to help create ona. Sureley at this stage at least,this means acknowledging

their right to . make mistakes and alsp in the final analysis to determing
amongst %ﬁumseluas what they print, But that doos nnt mean simply sitting
back and saying nothing if we disagree with things that arc said or printed.

But it should moan that while raising Crlt101@ms we do not impose strings
on our soliderity and support (ie raising funds,givning - out lofiflets

if desired ). I think this is a more realistic amd politically sound

path to follow in relation to the YL draft. Why not print the leaflat

that is sventually decided upon in tho BF paper with comment from BF if
neccessarry, This would alsc be an ideal way to initiate discussion on

tha noed for anzw independent rpuo?utlonary youth movcment in opur Q?DCF and
DUb]lGathnS gencrally. ' '

On the contrary to follnu the’ @ath of- the secretariat letior will mean
further isolation for those youth who are struggling to pull together
tho.basis for such a movament. It will mean roducing the need for such
a movement to the nead for yet another youth annex of a left wing group,
enly this time BF, That is the only interpretation of such a patronlang
Jletter. It was 111 timed and i1l thought out and ended up showing clbarly
xhax that their is. ampl“ confu51on uithin BF on the youth questlon.

-BJ/Blrmlnqham.




